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Summary Report for: 
Coalition for Applied Research (CAR)/Non Traditional Centers of Excellence 
(NTCE) Second Annual Applied Innovation Summit, San Diego CA, Dec 01-03 

2010 
 
Day 1: Wednesday 01 December 2010 
 
The first day of the Second Annual CAR/NTCE Applied Innovation Summit of the 
Coalition for Applied Research (CAR)/Non Traditional Centers of Excellence (NTCE) 
started out with a test of how determined the participants were, in finding the location of 
the event venue at the Harbor Inn on the Naval Submarine Base, Point Loma, San 
Diego California. Whoever was unable to pass the test, should quit trying to do business 
with the Navy. Finding the office location for a prospective customer at the Washington 
Navy Yard headquarters of the Naval Systems Command (NAVSEA), is no less 
challenging. Fortunately, the attendees of the Summit were a cross section of a 
particularly unique segment of society – they were innovators. When challenges come 
knocking, innovators rise up to the occasion and find new, practical and useful ways of 
accomplishing needed tasks. They included technical and management personnel of all 
tiers of innovation organizations: including, but not limited to – Major Industry, Industry 
Suppliers, R&D Companies, SBIR/STTR Companies, Universities, Government 
Agencies that field new technologies as well as their affiliated branches and field 
centers. 
 
The purpose/objective of the Summit was to bring innovators into direct relationships 
with end users who have specific technical challenges to be addressed. This objective 
was met and exceeded, as there were informative briefings from representatives of no 
less than three branches of the Navy: PEO SUBS, PEO LMW and PEO C4I. In fact, due 
to the encouraging atmosphere of the Summit, the briefings from each of these 
branches were allowed to continue way beyond the times allotted for them, so much so 
that the briefing from SPAWAR, which was initially scheduled for Day 1, had to be 
rescheduled for the following day.  
 

 The events of Day 1 were coordinated by 
Carolina Davila (R - standing), Director of 
Business Development and Operations at 
Orbis, Inc. for the San Diego Office. Following 
her welcome address, James Fabunmi gave 
an introductory brief1 on CAR/NTCE, its 
origins, accomplishments and future plans. 
This was followed by the presentation from 
PEO SUBS, which was delivered by CDR John 
Vlattas2 (L - standing), Program Manager for 
the Undersea Enterprise (USE) Research and 
Development office (SEA 073R). CDR Vlattas 
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highlighted the new priorities of the USE R&D program. His office is the sponsor of the 
on going CAR/NTCE Applied Innovation Challenge Contest, which is addressing 
technologies needed by the Navy’s Ship Yards.  

Lunch (L) was buffet style, 
with a view of the San Diego 
bay (R), as seen from the 
Naval Sub-marine Base. 
This offered an exceptionally 
relaxed atmosphere for 
continued discussions 
among the Summit 
attendees. The sessions 
following lunch, began with a briefing on the 

technology challenges of the NAVSEA PEO LMW (Littoral and Mine Warfare), which 
was presented by Mr. Rod Mackinnon3 (L), who runs the San 
Diego office of PEO LMW Mr. Mackinnon challenged the 
innovation community to come forward with technologies that 
respond rapidly, effectively and economically to the needs of 
the war fighter and other Navy end users. He used the video 
entitled “Did You Know?” , to stress the urgent need for 
innovative approaches to the nation’s pressing needs. 
Following Mr. Mackinnon, was the brief by the Executive 
Director for PEO C4I, Mr. Pat Sullivan4 (R). Summit 

attendees found the briefings very engaging and felt that they 
highlighted the respective areas where the innovation 
community could make immediate and future contributions to 
the needs of the war fighter and associated end users. The 
agenda for Day 1 was wrapped up with an open discussion, led 
by a panel of three discussion leaders, consisting of Mr. 
Richard McNamara, a retired Executive Director for PEO 
SUBS, who is well known in his own right as an innovator with 
regards to the methods and means of bringing the most 

innovative ideas and technologies to 
the Navy Undersea Enterprise. 
Others on the discussion panel were: 
Laureen K. Brickley, President of 
ASSETT Inc. based in Manassas VA, 
and Dr. Ken Cheung, the Director for 
Research and Development at 
Oceanit Inc, based in Hololulu 
Hawaii. It was very exciting to 
witness the interactions and 

interconnections among a group of innovators from different organizational tiers of the 
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community ranging from University Professors engaged in basic research, all the way to 
Navy Ship Yard operators who maintain the assets that the Navy depends on for its 
missions. 
 
Day 2: Thursday 02 December 2010 
 
The activities for second day of the Summit were coordinated by Dr. 
Deanelle (Dee) Symonds (R), a research and development scientist at 
the Maui Division of Trex Enterprises. She gave a welcome address 
and provided an overview of the day’s agenda. The first session was a 
panel discussion on Emerging Electronic Materials and Sensors 

Technologies. The panel 
Chairman was Dr. Leye 
Aina (standing), 
President of Epitaxial 
Technologies Inc., based in Baltimore 
Maryland. The panelists were (L-R): Dr. 
Kris Merkel, President of S2 Corporation; 
Mr. Greg Hays, Torrey Pines Logic; and 
Professor Godi Fischer, University of 

Rhode Island. Dr. Merkel5 gave a brief on S2’s advancements in Ultra-Wideband Radio 
Frequency Signal Analysis for: Spectral Monitoring; Direction Finding; and Radar Signal 
Processing. Dr. Fischer’s6 brief touched on recent research accomplishments in 
Emerging Sensor Technologies. Mr. Hays7 gave a presentation of Torrey Pine Logic’s 
line of Non Radio Frequency Light Emitting Diodes (non Laser) Communications; Omni-
Directional Light Sensing and Emitting Optical Fiber; Optics Detection; along with a 
variety of applications that have been developed and marketed to a wide range of 
customers. A lively Question and Answer session followed the presentations, out of 
which emerged a discussion of the existence of pockets of disconnect between different 
research and development communities that do not seem aware of each other’s work. 
This is particularly so, given the fact that many military providers operate in rather 
secure environments that is not conducive to 
wide dissemination of their technology efforts. 
The emergence of open innovation 
communities such as the Coalition for Applied 
Research holds the promise of helping to plug 
those gaps in connectivity and collaboration. 
 
As mentioned previously, the invited briefing 
from Mr. Robert Wolborsky, Chief Technology 
Officer for SPAWAR, had to be rescheduled for 
the second day of the Summit. The challenge of 
dynamically rearranging the agenda for the 
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second day in order to accommodate Mr. Wolborsky’s availability, was ably met by our 
coordinator, Dr. Symonds. The task of real time reallocation of time slots for different 
agenda items was accomplished quite admirably – a testament 
to the effectiveness of being part of a liquid network (not rigid 
as in solid, and not chaotic as in gas). 
 
Mr. Wolborsky’s8 brief was quite engaging. He spoke of the 
different hats that he wears at SPAWAR and challenged the 
innovation community to constantly ask themselves what is 
next beyond whatever the current technology fads are. He 
spoke specifically about the Cloud and how the commercial 
arena has made a leap ahead in Cloud applications. The 
question, he asked, was: What’s beyond the Cloud? 

 
Following Mr. Wolborsky, was a panel discussion on the 
Status of 2010 Applied Innovation Challenge Contest. This 
contest was organized under the auspices of CAR, with 
sponsorship from NAVSEA 073R. The aim was to 
demonstrate an open innovation approach to rapid and 
effective response to identified technology needs of the Navy 
end-user organization. The panel was chaired by Mr. Richard 
Miyamoto (L), who heads the Submarine Corrosion 
Preservation Group at Pearl Harbor Naval Ship Yard 
(PHNSY). The panelists were (clockwise from top left): Mr. 
Christopher Byas 
(PHNSY), Dr. Dee 

Symonds (Trex), Dr. Ken Cheung9 (Oceanit), 
Mr. Seibert Murphy (Guide Star Engineering) 
and Dr. Leye Aina (Epitaxial Technologies). 
These were representatives of the finalists in 
the contest, who are currently awaiting 
funding for preparing for head to head 
demonstration of their proposed solutions to 
three technology challenges faced by 
PHNSY: Comms, Cooling Vest and Lighting. 
This contest is representative of the process 
that CAR proposes to rapidly respond to 
Navy end user technology challenges. At an 
appointed date, each contestant will deliver 
operational prototypes of their technologies to 
end user personnel for evaluation under real 
life operational conditions.  
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Following another buffet style lunch, with a view overlooking the San Diego bay, the 
luncheon speaker, Dr. Michael Evans10, Chief Engineer & Product Line Program 
Engineering Manager at BAE Systems, shared his insights 
and views on Technology and Transition. Four criteria are 
necessary for a technology to be considered innovative: 1. 
It must be new; 2. It must be practical; 3. It must be useful; 
and 4. It must be needed.  
 
The next panel on the agenda discussed issues of Private 
Equity Financing for Technology Transition Efforts. The 
Panel was chaired by James Fabunmi, and the panelists 
were Dr. Shahin Farshchi (L), an associate with Lux 

Capital, focusing on investments in semiconductor, 
wireless, and alternative energy technologies; and Ted 
Alexander (R), a Managing Partner of Mission Ventures. 
This was a particularly interesting panel in that it provided 
perspectives of private equity funding sources to an 
audience that was more familiar with government funding 
sources – two totally different funding cultures.  
 
One of the highlights of this Summit was a panel of major 
industry participants that discussed the issues pertaining 
to 
Major 

Industry Engagement. The Panel was 
chaired by Dexter Myers (far right), 
Vice President of Pacific Engineering 
Inc., based in Roca, Nebraska. The 
panelists were: (R-L from Dexter) 
Karen Conti11, Navy Networks Vice 

President at Lockheed Martin MS2; Dr. Michael Evans, 
BAE Systems; and Dr. Waseem Naqvi12, R&D Director, 
Raytheon Network Centric Systems.  
 
This was followed by the Emerging Advanced 
Composite Materials Technology Panel, consisting of 
Dexter Myers13 and Professor Kunigal Shivakumar14 (L) 
from North Carolina A&T University. 
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Once again, as we did last year, we got a chance to hear Mr. 
Richard McNamara15, retired Executive Director for NAVSEA 
PEO SUBS, now consultant to the NAVSEA SBIR/STTR 
Program Office, give a Presentation on the Navy SBIR/STTR 
Program.  This was not your usual pitch about the superficial 
aspects of the program. It was an in depth, practical 
exposition of how an innovation company goes about using 
their SBIR/STTR award as a vehicle for capturing more 
government research and development contracts. It should be 
noted that Mr. McNamara was directly responsible for the 
growth of the small business participation in Navy Submarine 
Acquisition Efforts from next to nothing, to a legendary $1B/yr 
level during his tenure as the Executive Director for PEO 
SUBS. This was someone who spoke from direct knowledge of how the process works. 
To underscore how engaged the audience was, no one wanted to leave the auditorium 
even though the Summit had overstepped its contracted venue duration by more than 
an hour and a half. The Summit organizers had to resort to the old light-flashing 
technique commonly used to empty nightclubs at closing time. 
 
Day 3: Friday 03 December 2010 
 
The Agenda for the third day of the Summit was to provide opportunities for Summit 
attendees to visit local innovation companies and to tour an active duty Navy 
Submarine. A group of attendees were hosted by Dr. Leo Wolfson and Mr. Greg Hays 
at Torrey Pines Logic Inc., where they got the opportunity to tour the research and 
development facilities of the company, and were treated to hands on demonstrations of 
the company’s optical (non laser) communications technologies. 
 
This was followed by a visit to Lockheed Martin Company’s Technology Collaboration 
Center, located at their Old Town SPAWAR facilities. 

 
Later in the day, there was a tour of 
the USS Albuquerque, docked at the 
Point Loma Naval Submarine Base. 
This was the closing event of the 
CAR/NTCE 2nd Annual Applied 
Innovation Summit. 
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